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Tobacco Burden

in Bangladesh




Health Burden

/ \
1.5M 161K 61

Adults Suffering from Deaths per Year Childr§ Suffer
Tobacco related from drsetse due
Diseases 19% Of all deathS to SHS
Source - The Economic Source - WHO SEARO 2018 factsheet Source . The Economic
Cost of Tobacco Use in : : Cost of Tobacco Use In
Bangladesh: A Health Cardiovascular diseases (heart Bangladesh: A Health
Cost Approach- disease, ischemic heart disease, Cost Approach-
Bangladesh Cancer stroke), Chronic Obstructive Bangladesh Cancer

Society imiiiiii‘ miiiii ‘iiiii' Society



77.8B | 309B eon| 9298
Economic r’ NetLoss oS5 ot cop | RevemJERmet n 2017
Burden

Source - The Economic Cost of Tobacco Use in Bangladesh: A
Health Cost Approach— Bangladesh Cancer Society

Households spend 5% of income on tobacco plus
an additional 10% on treating related illnesses,

deepening financial strain.— Source - Bangladesh
Economic Report 2021

Environmental 31% deforestation due

—

Burden to tobacco

Source . Tobacco Atlas




Percentage of population @ P R EVAL E N C E 0 F
aged 15+, 2022 estimates To B ACCO U S E -
CIGARETTE SMOKING

Nearly 40M

adults use IN'S ASIA
tobacco in e

Source:World Health Organization (WHO)

Bangladesh,

prevalence rate
2nd highest in AR IBIRIEIERIEIR
S O uth ASi a : IlIVES BI.AI]ESH ISTAN R NEPAL AFGHANISTAN ‘- RUNKA UIA | 5 HUTAN

Source - WHO global report on trends in prevalence of tobacco use
2000-2030



SDGs & Development

Barrier to SDG 3.4 (Reducing one-third
premature NCD death) — 442 daily deaths
from tobacco significantly hinder the
reduction of premature mortality from
non—communicable diseases.

Risk to Food Security — Tobacco farming
occupies vast amounts of agricultural land,

displacing essential foo crops and
- s

resources. g




Global Treaty

Obligations Nige o DN
@ AEHE
WHO FRAMEWORK CONVENTION
ON TOBACCO CONTROL
2022-23 93 K acres 87K ton
o Article 17 — 2023-24 142 K acres. 134K ton
Shift farmers (Source: Yearbook of Agricultural Statistics 2024)
from tobacco
to - Bangladesh is among the few countries in the world where the
alternative cultivation of tobacco is still increasing.
inabl « Tobacco farming is unregulated and company-driven, trapping farmers
sustainable in credit and input dependency.
Crops * Environmental impact: Cultivation destroys forests and wildlife;

processing consumes large amounts of wood (31% forest decline).

* Article 18 — * Health risks: Post-harvest work involves children/women, risk of
Reduce nicotine poisoning. Green Tobacco Sickness of Farmers.

environment « It causes food insecurity by using fertile winter crop land.

e According to BAT report, more than 55 thousand farmers are involved
al and health in tobacco cultivation across Bangladesh.

harms of > e Tl ese: 08% woulld syt o ofier crons il Susper, (AT
tobacco ESG report 2020]




Key Governmitnat Initiatives on
Tobacco Control in

Bangladesh




Commitment by the Govt.
on Tobacco Control

Declared a vision of a Tobacco-free
Bangladesh by 2040 in 2016

(long-term goal to reduce tobacco use
below than 5%)



Concern
raised by
the Chief
. (11
Advisor If the youth are not
of the made aware of the
o dangers of tobacco,
Inter1m the future of the
Govt. to next generation
save will inevitably be
you th put at risk. |
f rom L/;“\k Professor Muhammad Yunus
; Chief Adviser of Bangladesh
danger of
tobacco



Tobacco Control
Milestones

« 2003/2004: Signed (2003) and Ratified (2004) the
ENHO F)ramework Convention on Tobacco Control \
FCTC

. 2005: Passed the Smoking and Tobacco Products ™~
Usage (Control) Act (Rules issued in 2006). :

« 2007: Established the National Tobacco Control
Cell and formed National, District, and Upazila
Task Force Committees.

« 2013/2015: Passed an amendment to the Control

Act (2013) and issued the new regulations
(2015).

« 2016 : 50% Pictorial/Graphic Health Warning
introduced.

« 2017 : 1% Health Development Surcharge to



Key Policy Approvals
(Recent)

« Health Services Division: Approved FCTC Article

i 5.3 Guidelines, smokeless tobacco control
strategy, and guidelines for Tobacco-Free
Healthcare Institutions.

« Civil Awviation & Tourism Ministry: Approved
guidelines for a Tobacco-Free Hospitality Sector.

= 63‘%\ » Local Government Division: Approved guidelines
A\ for 1mplementing tobacco control programs by
\ ™ local government institutions.

* Ministry of Railways & Ministry of Fisheries &
,3“4?; Livestock: Approved FCTC Article 5.3 Guidelines
«“  and a directive for Smoking-Free Trains and

Stations.
&
&

e==e In January 2025 Govt. has banned Import of e-




Further Amendment of Current TC Act

ooy,
Sy,

+ Ministry of Health finalized a draft for D)
the amendment to the Smoking and = by
Tobacco Products Usage (Control)&
Act 2005.

 Submitted to Cabinet/Advisers’ B
Council. R

 Interim Govt. form a Advisory
Committee to review it and currently -
under review/revision, and approval
remains pending.



CSO Initiatives

Advocacy and Policy Lobbying
Demanding Control Policies
Countering Company Interference
Divestment from Tobacco Industry

CS0s including DAM advocates with several
ministries and provide technical support to them
for developing policy and guidelines

™ Awareness and Grassroots Mobilization
g © Public Awareness Campaigns

E-CIGARETTE USE AMONG o O .

ST o Farmer Mobilization

* Youth-led Action

Alternative Livelihoods and Researcd{

~ + Promoting Alternative Crops " ‘

= e Research and Documentation
e Protecting Women and Children

NOUTH MARCH or Saing s fun i
Ay h

end Tobacco Control Law \mmediatety



Key Challenges

Tobacco Industry Interference
Short Comparisqn in South Asia

Score in Level of Interference
2025

69 Very high interference — among
the worst in South Asia.
59 Lower interference than
Bangladesh, but still significant.

Pakistan 54 Even lower interference, showing
slightly stronger protection of
health policies.
44

Much lower interference — among

Source : Global Tobacco Industry Interference Index 2025
Report agion.



Key Challenges & Policy Gap

« Conflict of Interest: The govt. of Bangladesh holds approx.
9.21% share in British American Tobacco (BAT) Bangladesh as
on 31 Oct. 2025.

« Legal Loopholes: "Designated Smoking Areas" are still permitted
in public places, undermining smoke-free laws. Product Display,
CSR 1s permitted, No regulations for emerging products.

« Essential Status: Tobacco was classified as an "essential
commodity" during COVID-19, allowing uninterrupted
production.

+ Incentives: Tobacco farming often receives indirect subsidies
(e.g., fertilizer) meant for food crops.

« Cash Crop : In Agriculture Marketing Act 2018, tobacco yet
considered as Cash Crop.

- Export duty on tobacco leaves : was once 25%, but this has now
been withdrawn.

- Tobacco companies receives special facilities, despite being a
harmful agricultural product.

« The use of e-cigarettes/HTPs is alarmingly increasing among
youth and adolescents

 Govt. allows PMI to establish a Nicotine Pouches factory



Recommendations

« Expedite finalization of the draft amendment to the Smoking and
Tobacco Products Usage (Control) Act.

« Remove cigarettes from the Essential Commodity Act 1956.

» Divest government shares from tobacco companies and end
officials’ involvement to avoid conflicts of interest.

 Implement a simplified tobacco tax and price policy in line with
WHO FCTC Article 6.

« (Control tobacco cultivatign and promote alternative crops to
protect farmland, farmers’ health, and the environment.

 Finalize the Tobacco Cultivation Control Policy.

* Restrict new tobacco companies, block TI investments, and ban
tobacco factories in SEZs (Special ‘Economic Zones) and EPZs
(Export Processing Zones ) to protect public health.

- Reintroduce export duties on tobacco leaves to discourage
cultivation.

« Amend the Agriculture Marketing Act 2018 to remove tobacco
from the list of cash crops.



Thank you g

» : 4 : oy d' '4 'J. .‘:
> - » - ‘ "
'’ _o‘. ”

’ "’,‘.l"a

E g >

~ »



